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1914
With the acceptance of the English Rules in January, some troops adopted the wearing of BLUE 
Shirts. Those who made the change were, Leichhardt, Mosman, Woolahra and Cammeray.

The Troop formed a Parents and Supporters Committee in June, Alderman Mr Lincon JP., was 
the first President. The Misses Fairfax kindly paid all expences in connection with starting this 
committee, the first formed in N.S.W. A building fund was commenced to erect a Headquarters.

1st July say the appointment of James X Coutts as Scoutmaster 1st Leichhardt and District 
Scoutmaster West Sydney District, the No 1 Warrant of the Boy Scouts Association N.S.W. 
Section.

WAR
World War 1 was declared on 4th August, and some felt the future of the Movement was again 
uncertain, because many adult Leaders enlisted in the Armed Forces. However, the Baden-
Powell Scheme was well founded and entrenched and boy leadership came to the fore.

The Troop provided the first cyclist messengers to the military Recruiting Officers, at Victoria 
Barracks and the Red Cross. Many of the boys were awarded a special “War Service Badge.”

1915
A Banner was presented by the Misses Amy and Carrie Fairfax, in memory of their father, a 
competition was held in January, the competing unit was a single Patrol. The competition was 
in ambulance, semaphore, knot-Tying, stave drill, Scout Law and uniform. The Banner a Union 
Jack with the Boy Scout Badge in the centre, is made of risk silk and gold. A Patrol from 1st 
Leichhardt under PL McDermott winning.

The West Leichhardt Troop closed, it’s members joining 1st Leichhardt, which became the 
largest troop in N.S.W. with 68 members.

At the end of July the Building Fund stood at £54-5-3. In October the Troop again moved to a 
large club room on the corner of Palace and Queen St., Petersham.

All officers of the Troop volunteered for Active Service, Scoutmaster Charles and Troop Leader 
Henderson being accepted.



The Albion Advertiser, Friday, August 11, 1916

Boy Scout Heroes
There returned from Egypt last Friday Troop-Leader H. Henderson of the Leichhardt Boy 
Scouts, who is suffering from deafness. On the outbreak of war young Henderson was one of 
the first to enlist and at Gallipoli was the youngest soldier on the Peninsula, being only 16 years 
of age. After three months there he was wounded by shrapnel in the head, and was returned 
to Egypt, where after three months for repairs, he was appointed to the Depot Staff, and later 
promoted to Sergeant-Trumpeter to the Light Horse, which body was acting as a screen about 
15 miles in advance of the Engineers, who were building a light railway to the Holy Land. 
Welcome back Halley, and may you soon recover.

Mr. Henderson’s father, who was invalided home about four months ago, is still very ill and 
last week was in a very critical condition, but in now progressing slowly towards recovery. His 
brother, Charles Henderson, Assistant Scoutmaster to the Leichhardt Troop, is at present in 
camp at Kiama.

Young Harry Dunne who was killed in France in June was also a Leichhardt Boy Scout and a 
great mate of Henderson’s.

Another of the local Scouts to distinguish himself was Lieut. Foot, who it will be remembered, 
was visited in hospital by the King. When His Majesty departed he shook hands with Sergeant 
Foot, as he then was, and said, “Good-bye Lieutenant.” Young Foot corrected him, saying he was 
only a Sergeant, “No,” said the King, “I have promoted you for valiant conduct,” and he did so.

About 40 of the local Boy Scouts are on the Roll of Honour Scoutmaster Coutts has prepared for 
the new Hall when it is erected.

1916
Lieut. Harris, PL Kangaroo Patrol 1909-1910, was awarded the Military Cross.

V Phillips Distinguished Conduct Medal, Military Medal.

W Britten Military Medal



Part of a paper delivered at State Cub Palavar (40 years)
By J.E. Barrett Area Commissioner C.W.M.A. and published Scouting in N.S.W. August 1956.

It is my pleasure to present today an outline of the history of Cubbing in this State since its 
introduction some 40 years ago. Of necessity this account must be brief, because to tell the full 
story would be a long and complicated process. At this stage I would like to acknowledge with 
thanks the information supplied by Mr. Watson, Mr Steddart, Mrs McBarney, Mr. J. X. Coutts, and 
my wife, which has been of considerable assistance in compiling this account.

First of all, it is interesting to note that Mr. J.X. Coutts, who is still active as D.C. of Leichhardt 
District, was chosen, with others, by the then Acting State Commissioner, Mr, Raymont Moore, 
to assist in getting Cubbing under way. It is therefore important to record his comments here 
with reference to the beginning of Cubbing in this State.

Mr. Coutts writes: “It was as far back as 1913 that the question of what to do with the younger 
boy was constantly written about in the Imperial Headquarters’ Gazette. In 1911 we in New 
South Wales decided to organise and do something about it. Late in 1914 and early in 1915 
there was a drive to form up Packs, and the second annual report of our Association in July 
1915 records that there were 16 packs in New South Wales with a grand total of 149 Cubs, as 
follows:

Annandale   21  Mortdale  7

Balmain   5  Observatory Hill 12

Bexley   12  Parramatta  12

Cesnock  21  Stanmore  4

Darlinghurst  6  Stockton  5

Glebe   6  West Kogarah  3

Hurstville  9  West Maitland 7

Leichhardt  9  

Mayfield  6  

 

Cub age was set at 9 to 12 and the Star Tests were very similar to the then Tenderfoot Test and 
2nd Class Badge respectively, with slightly easier, First Aid and signalling tests than Scouts had. 
Uniform was navy jersey with high collars no scarf. A haversack was worn across the body and 
held in position by a Scout belt which was worn outside the jersey. A white whistle cord with 
whistle attached was worn around the neck and attached to the belt.”

The first Cubmaster to be warranted in New South Wales was Mr. W. Bri--on of 1st Leichhardt 
Pack. His warrant as Cubmaster was issued in 1915. In view of the foregoing it is interesting to 
note that the Wolf Cub Section was officially founded in June 1916; all previous efforts being 
considered experimental.



BOY SCOUTS
In presenting the Eighth Annual Report of the Leichhardt Boy Scouts, with which is combined 
the Second Annual Report of the Leichhardt Parents and Citizen Committee, the officers have 
much pleasure in testifying to the continued growth of the movement and greater public 
interest during the past year. The Leichhardt Boy Scouts hold the honour of being one of the 
first troops formed in New South Wales, and at the present time is one of the oldest in Australia. 
Since the formation of the troop a large number of boys have passed through its ranks, and 
it is hoped benefited by the training received. No less than five Silver Wolf Scouts have at 
various periods been members of the Troop. The Silver Wolf is the highest award in the Boy 
Scouts Association, and its is believed that the Leichhardt troops hold the World’s record for 
having the greatest number, while two members of the troop – A.S.H. McDermott and Troop-
Leader Henderson (both Silver Wolves), have been recommended by Headquarters for the 
Silver Cross for Life Saving. During the past year the energies of the officers have been directed 
towards securing more local support and letting our aims and objects be more widely known, 
with the gratifying result that the Boy Scout movement is now recognised by the whole of the 
community as being of the utmost value to the youth of the district.

PATRIOTIC WOLF
There has not been a patriotic meeting, concert rally or function of any description held in the 
district at which the Leichhardt Scouts have not been called on to assist at and at which their 
services have proved of great value. Besides assisting in the above manner, the Leichhardt 
Scouts have collected very near £100 for local war funds: not by begging, but by work and 
ticket-selling. Besides assisting locally, many of the Scouts have been assisting the various 
patriotic societies in their spare time. Scouts have been working for the Red Cross, Australia 
Day, and Allies Day Funds, and many other at the patriotic funds. And when it is remembered 
that the boys are doing all this work for nothing as volunteers, and that all the patriotic 
societies speak well of their services, it will be recalled that the lad are of a benefit to the 
community. It will be remembered that a number of Scouts from Leichhardt were -------- the 
cyclist messengers, which were used by the military authorities in the early days of the war at 
Victoria Barracks.

LEICHHARDT ASSOCIATION
At the last Annual Meeting, Mr E. A. Nicholls was elected president, Mr Hunt to the Central 
Executive, Mrs Hall Hon. Secretary and Mrs M-nly Hon. Treasurer.

During the past year the Leichhardt Scouts Supporters Committee have made good progress 
meetings have been held regularly while the membership has also increased. Valuable work 
has been achieved towards making the Scout movement what it should be -- ---- a large and 
populous district as Leichhardt.

BUILDING FUND
The committee have in view the building of a Headquarters for the Leichhardt Boy Scouts and 
with this in view approached the Leichhardt Council for assistance during 1915. The council 
offered the lease of a peace of land at Trendgold Park. The patriotic action of the council was 
fully appreciated by the Committee. The plans of a new headquarters were approved by the 
council and it was hoped that a lease for a reasonable term of years would be granted. But it 
was found that the council would only grant a lease of 15 years, which the Committee thought 
was too short a period to erect a substantial building. The Committee decided to allow the 
matter of the lease to stand over for a period. During 1915, with the purpose in view of raising 

sufficient money to build with a fund was started, which at the beginning of the year stood at 
£23.5-.2-, several additional donations were received during the year. While it was decided 
to devote a sum from the Annual Concert to the fund, which at present stands at £54.5-.3-, 
several pounds have been promised by local gentlemen. It must be remembered that no public 
appeal has been issued for subscriptions yet for this fund. So that the above sum of over £50 
is considered very satisfactory considering the large number of patriotic efforts which are 
continually calling for assistance from the public.

COMPETITIONS
In the competition for the Fairfax Challenge Banner, which is awarded to the troop which shows 
the most proficiency in Ambulance, Signalling, Scout Law, Knotting, Stretcher, Patrol and Staff 
drill. The 1st Leichhardt troop for the second year in succession were the victors: thus winning 
the scout championship of New South Wales for the years 191- 1916. The members of the 1st 
Leichhardt troops team under troop-leader Seaberg, deserve great praise for the manner in 
which they worked for this competition. The 1st Leichhardt were also successful in the district 
competition for the best all round patrol in the West Sydney district.  The Wolf Patrol, under P.L. 
Freeman, winning this competition after a very close contest from the Petersham troop. The 
work done was of a high standard.

1ST LEICHHARDT TROOP
The 1st Leichhardt continues to show good progress. The troop at present consist of seven 
patrols and a pack of Wolf Cubs. The membership of the troop being 88, an increase of 20 
members over last years total. A patrol competition is held monthly which creates keen 
interest amongst the members, During the year a large number of Proficiency Badges are 
gained, amongst which were three King Scouts --- 1st Class Badges, and over 30 second class 
Badges, while a number of boys qualified for the war service Badge for patrol work. Classes 
of instruction in life saving, fire drill, signalling and first aid were held in addition to the usual 
scout training, All the officers volunteered for active service, with the result that Mr Henderson, 
----- Scoutmaster and Mr Charles, late Scoutmaster were accepted, while recently troop-leader 
Mr H. Henderson holds the honour of being one of youngest soldiers at the Gallipoli Peninsula 
were he was wounded.

PRESBYTERIAN TROOP
The Leichhardt Presbyterian troop report having a successful year, much of the above also 
applying to the troop as the work in conjunction with the 1st troop. 

A satisfactory increase in membership is reported from the troop which numbers two patrols 
and 3 pack of cubs. There are 22 members in the troop, an increase of nine members over last 
years total. Scouts from this troop attend all classes mentioned above, while a number also 
passed their second class test, and a number of boys for the War Service Badge. The troop is 
being carried by Mr. Laurie, A.S.M. in the absence of Mr. I. Andrews the Scoutmaster.

WOLF CUBS
The Wolf  Cubs were formed in Leichhardt in 1914, being the first formed in Australia. At first 
they were run as a separate troop, but it was found best to run the Cubs in conjunction with the 
Boy Scouts and after two years trial they can finally be pronounced a success. Many of our best 
Scouts having been Wolf Cubs, while several Leaders have come from their ranks. There are 
now two packs of Cubs in Leichhardt.



MEMBERSHIP
It will be noticed that there is a very satisfactory increase in membership in all troops; bit it is 
known that the membership still could be largely increased. But until such time as the Scouts 
have their own headquarters it is thought that the wisest policy to only enrol such boys who 
apply personally and not to start any campaign for new members. 

CAMPING
The usual pleasure and instruction camps were held during the year. During the Christmas 
and Easter holidays camps were held at Cal-cliffs, which were well attended. A number of 
the lads parents and friends visited the camps and all expressed themselves satisfied with 
the arrangements. Several short camps were also held for instructional purpose. The Annual 
Camp of the West Sydney District was held at Como during October, and was attended by over 
50 scouts from the district. On one day a display of scout craft was given for the benefit of the 
visitors, who were much interested. The cost of the Christmas and Easter camps was £39 10s 
1-d. The expenditure was £28 14s 3d leaving a balance of 15s 10½d which together with the 
profit from the canteen was devoted towards buying material for a new trek cart.

FINANCE
The statement of receipts and disbursements for the year ending June 1916 is as follows: 1st 
Leichhardt Troop received £23 16s 4d: expenditure £22 13s 7d: balance 16s 9d. Leichhardt 
Presbyterian Troop received £3 14s 3d; expenditure, 16s 2d; balance £2 18s 1d. On the above 
small ----- made up of subscription from the boys, with a few donations from friends. The 
officers had to pay rent, lighting, etc., and repair of equipment. The want of funds is found a 
great drawback in the work.

ROLL OF HONOUR
The Roll of Honour of past and present members of the Leichhardt Boy Scouts is something we 
should be proud of. The number ---gible for service in the army is small owning to their age. 
The Roll of Honour is as follows:

G. Atkins, C. Henderson, F. Charles, L. Andrews, H. -----, H. Tallon, C. Ha-peon, A. Dunn (k.), J. 
Orinerod, F. Stubbs, R. ----son (w.), C. Harper, A. Attenborough (w.) J. Killpatric, C. Rat--, and W. 
Britten. Amongst those who deserve special mention – Troop Leader H Henderson, who was 
one of the youngest members of the expeditionary forces, and ex Patrol Leader Foote who was 
promoted by the King.

THANKS
The thanks of the Leichhardt Scouts are tended to those kind friends who helped in many 
ways, and by assisting in various entertainments, etc; to the Misers Fairfax, Mr. G. Seaberg, 
and Mr. Robertson for their assistance with trek cart; Mr. E. A. Nicholls, Mr. Lincoln Gibson, 
and Mr Tindale, for trophys, prizes etc, for competition amongst scouts: to all members of the 
committee whose continued support and interest was f—; and to the public of Leichhardt and 
district whose support at all times has been liberally extended to us.

In conclusion, the officers wish to point out that a headquarters for the use of the scouts is 
becoming of the utmost importance, owing to the growth of the movement in Leichhardt, and 
the lack of officers owing to the war. The want of adequate headquarters is becoming more 
urgent, in fact it would be unwise to enrol many more scouts under present conditions.

---er needs are money for equipment, and gentlemen willing to act as badge examiners. The 
prospects for the future look bright for the movement in Leichhardt, and with the public 
support now extended to us, and a headquarters of our own, the prosperity of the scout 
movement is secured.

J. X. Coutts, D.S.M.

D. S. McDermott, A.S.M.

J. Laurie, A.S,M.


