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Sunday Times. 8/5/1910

The colors presented to No 9 district at the concert on Friday night. The flags were 
donated by the Misses Amy and Carrie Fairfax, of London, Australian ladies now resident 
in England.
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This week we had the pleasure of a visit from Headquarters, Perth in the person of Lt. Col. 
Hand, V.O., who comes as deputy for our Chief Commissioner.

Col. Hand has gone into things scouting very thoroughly, and we feel sure that this visit 
will bring Headquarters, Perth and our own Local Association much closer in the scout 
brotherhood. There is nothing like a realisation of our respective troubles to make us 
wondrous kind, and Col. Hand while understanding our misfortunes, pointed out the 
difficulties met with in other parts of the State.

Many points of interest were discussed by out Commissioner and our chief’s deputy and 
enlightenment sought on various points.

No decision has been reached yet regarding the award for the year 1921-1922 of the 
McCartney Flag, but the Peter’s Pole is now for competition in W.A. only. At a council 
meeting on Thursday night, Col. Hand spoke exhaustively on scouting, its troubles, growth 
and general activities throughout Australia, and Capt. Fairley proposed a hearty vote 
of thanks for his attendance, and interest in out work locally. Assistant Commissioner 
Golding seconded this motion, which was carried by acclamation. 

Many matters of vital interest were discussed at the meeting, among which was a report 
by Mr. Golding, Cub Commissioner, that Mrs. Elliott, who has been a sterling worker in 
the Cub cause, wished to resign, as she was unable to devote the special time required 
for St. John’s pack. Having the movement at heart as she has, Mrs. Elliot would not resign 
and leave the cubs without a master, so Picton Cub Masters have offered to take this 
pack under their control until a suitable officer can be found. The pack will not lose its 
identity, and will still meet on its own night, and in its own hall. As Mrs. Elliott is such an 
enthusiastic and efficient first aid instructor, it was decided to invite her to accept the 
position of Association instructor in this branch of the work. This will not tie the lady down 
to definite nights, and so we hope she will undertake these duties for us, and so supply a 
long felt want on our part.  

CAMPS

LamIngton Troop and four scouts of No. 4 Troop went into camp under Mrs. Taylor, S.M. of 
No. 1 Troop, at Coogardie last Thursday week, and returned Tuesday, and had a right good 
time. 

No. 5 Troop went into camp at the Association Camping Grounds, Somerville for the same 



period. They also had a great time.

The thanks of the Troop go out to Assistant Commissioner Prynn Jones for his very 
practical assistance in the shape of a shower bath erected at the grounds, which 
materially assisted in keeping the scouts clean and so happy.

THE SPIRIT OF SCOUTING

Let me make a few suggestions regarding this very essential point, in fact it may justly 
characterised as the distinguishing feature of true scouts.

“A scout is a brother to every other scout no matter what social sphere the other may 
belong.” This keynote must not be lost sight of if the movement is to continue truly 
scouting. In this great democracy of Australia no eminence of station should permit 
estranglement of brotherly feeling, and no social status should divide true scouts. The 
only grades which the scout admits is efficiency of work as a scout. To foster the scout 
spirit should be the first aim of every scouter, or in other words scout officer. Competition 
is good as competition. It promotes exprit de corps, but remember that above the spirit 
of the excellence of the individual troop arises the pyramid of the whole movement 
symbolised by the true scout brotherhood. His Worship the Mayor of Kalgoorlie, Mir 
Allsop, when proposing the toast of Col. Hand, coupled with that of the Scout Movement, 
said, “That he saw that scout people were always a big brotherhood, and imagined that 
wherever a scout worker went he would be just as much at home as though in his own 
scout circle.” That is the real spirit, and all scouts, cubs, rovers and scout officers and 
workers must aim at the true spirit, and “let brotherly love continue.” Let tolerance be 
your watchword, and the  power to realise that all do not see and act alike although 
heading for the same goal be your guiding principle, then the forge of the true scouting 
spirit will drive you on to a successful destination.

Let the individuality of separate Troop enmasse or individually, and troops sink a little 
in favor of the common brotherhood, so that No. 99 Troop’s cub room as if he were in 
his own. The Headquarters is being made a common meeting ground to this end for old 
scouts and patrol leaders by “Uncle.” See that you take advantage of this boys.

Uncle Wolfe tells me that his appeal for books for the Den library brought response from 
the Institute Committee, through our good friend, Mr Le Mesurier, by a donation of about 
three dozen second hand books and we are grateful. They will require a certain amount 
of treatment to become very serviceable and that will be one of our first jobs to make the 
Den library ship-shape. He wants me to warn you, however, that they mostly deal with 
deeds of adventure and interesting travel, so that for a knowledge of the seamy side of ife 
and the machinations of vampires, you must still go to the pictures.

Don’t forget to turn up - P.L.’s and old scouts next Sunday morning at 11 o’clock to give 
your ideas of how the thing is to be run to help scouting and incidentally give a lot of fun 
and recreation to yourselves. 

Its your affair - what are you going to do with it?

Someone suggested making a ping pong board for Saturday night tournaments, while 
another considers that we should rig up a wireless outfit. Both ideas are good both 
require money, think out the best ways of achieving our objects without begging. Don’t 
forget that side of any question. We must not beg for money.

While prowling round Perth recently I had the great pleasure of meeting may old scouters 
and indulging in an interchange of opinions. To draw out two of the most experienced I 
asked if scouting was worth while and whether there were not already many organisations 
dealing with the moral training of boys quite sufficient to meet all requirements. Well, 
both these men, who give all their spare time and much money to the work assured me 
that although often disheartened they come across good results, which justified all the 
trouble and money put into scouting. Their attitude bucked me up considerably, Out old 
friend, Mr. Searle, said much the same in a letter received last wee, He says: “I have most 
definitely seen boys developing morally through scouting. Of course I don’t say other 
influences wouldn’t do it too, but evidently scouting played a big part in their cases.”

I have been inclined to blame parents for not encouraging their lads to become scouts, 
but sometimes cannot help wondering whether scouters are not to be blamed equally 
by suffering the slackers. By that term I mean all those who attend merely for the fun 
they get out of the games and who dodge anything in the  way of leaning to be useful to 
their fellows. Of course, speaking as a scouter, I know that  if we get down on these little 
gentlemen they cease to attend, and sooner of later we are sure to hear that a parent has 
remarked “jack used to be a scout, but he says it’s no good and he doesn’t go now.” If the 
parent had only consulted the scouter what a different opinion would have been gained, 
and how much better for the boy! How exasperating it is to hear occasionally a remark, a 
very common one from mothers, “I think pictures once a week quite enough amusement 
for  a boy without ringing in scouts as well.” Is it any wonder that men and women who 
devote so much time and trouble to the work get disheartened. Why will not some 
parents learn something about scouting before condemning it?



1922

A SCOUT HALL

TO BE ERECTED AT PETERSHAM

The Petersham Troop of Boy Scouts is to have a club hall. The local Scouts were well 
represented at the ceremony of turning the first sod of the building on Saturday 
afternoon, those present including Chief Commissioner johnson, Messrs. E. A. McTiernan 
(attorney General), C.D. Lazzarini (Minister for State Enterprises), S.J. Shillington and T. 
Hoskins, Ms. L.A.

Miss Charles-Fairfax was received by the Chief Commissioner, the president, and other 
officials and was accorded the Scouts salute. After being welcomed by the president, 
Scoutmaster Doust described the history of the troop and the assistance it had received 
from Miss Charles-Fairfax, the Parents and Supporters’ Association, and Miss Tranmer 
(secretary). Miss Charles-Fairfax besides giving the land and a donation of 500 guineas, 
had advanced the sum of £1400 without interest for three years. The troop was anxious 
that it should be repaid within 12 months, as she would probably then be able to give 
some other troop the use of the money. Therefore, with the assistance of the public it was 
hoped to raise at least £1500 before the end of the year.

Brief addresses were given by Chief Commissioner Johnson and Acting Commissioner 
Moore. The president also acknowledged from the members of the Petersham Riffle Club, 
who had given them the use of a room several evenings a week free of charge.

Miss Charles-Fairfax having turned the sod briefly addressed the boys. She said the hall 
would be for their use, and she wished them to take a great pride in it. Mr Blair had 
taken a tremendous interest in drawing up the plans, for which they all thanked him very 
much. She would like them to look upon their hall as their second home, where they 
would receive lessons of discipline, respect for elders, and of help to others. Although the 
hall was for the Petersham troop she asked them to let their hospitality extend to other 
troops, and when assistance could be given to build other halls to give it willingly. But for 
their kind friend Mr. Doust there would not have been any ceremony that day. He found 
the piece of land, and she asked the Scouts to show their appreciation by three cheers. 
Vigorous cheers ere then given. 

A vote of thanks to Miss Charles-Fairfax was proposed on behalf of the Parents and 
Supporter’ Association, scoutmasters, and troop, by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr W.P. 
Webb and supported by Messrs, McTeirnan, Lazzarini , Hoskins, Shillington, E.A Nicholls, 
and Ald. Gendle (who also apologised for the unavoidable absence of the Mayor, Ald. 
Bastion).



Yesterday afternoon, in the presence of a large gathering, Miss Charles Fairfax affixed a 
dedication tablet at the Fairfax Hall, Petersham, now in course of construction for the use 
of the local branch of the Boy Scouts. Miss Fairfax also handed the Secretary a cheque for 
£1050.

THOUSAND GUINEAS

Miss Fairfax’s Gift

Help for Boy Scouts

25/6/1922

One of the best friends of the Boy Scout 
movement in Sydney is Miss Charles Fairfax.  
If she has a more kindly feeling for one 
section of the Scouts than for another it is 
for the Petersham centre.

Evidence of this was given yesterday, when 
she laid the foundation-stone of a clubroom 
for the Petersham District Scouts.

She had given £300 towards the purchase 
of the land and £500 to the building fund; 
and when it was announced that she had 
handed in another cheque for a thousand 
guineas to make the club “a real home,” the 
cheering could have been heard nearer to 
Mars than the scientists have yet gone.

A special feature of the building will be the 
library.

FAREWELL TO  
MISS CHARLES-FAIRFAX

A rally of Boy Scouts and Wolf Cubs of the 
metropolitan and suburban areas was held 
in the Inner Domain, Sydney, Saturday 
to bid farewell to Miss Charles-Fairfax, 
who has taken a great interest in the 
movement, and who is leaving for England. 
The Governor (sir Walter Davidson) was 
present. Miss Charles-Fairfax is in the centre 
of the group (taken after the parade), with 
the Governor on her left. Scoutmaster 
Johnston is beside him.



SMH 26/6/1922

A Large gathering interested in the Boy Scouts movement witnessed at Petersham on 
Saturday afternoon the laying of the foundation-stone of club premises which are being 
erected for the First Petersham Troop (Miss Charles-Fairfax Own) of Boy Scouts, mainly 
through the generosity of that lady, who performed the ceremony.

Mr. Ray Smith, president of the parents’ committee, presided, and among the others 
present were Mr. A.D. Johnston (chief scout commissioner for New South Wales), 
Messrs. T.J. Hoskins and J.T Ness, Ms.L.A., E.A. Nicholls (president of the St. George 
district), Alderman Gendle (representing the Mayor of Petersham), Scoutmasters Colin 
Doust (Petersham), Williams (Dulwich Hill), and Sharp (Parramatta), and Miss L. Tanmer 
(secretary to the parents’ committee).

Miss Charles-Fairfax, who was received on arrival by the chief commissioner and the 
members of the parents’ committee, the Petersham and Dulwich Hill troops forming a 
guard of honour, was accorded the scouts’ salute.

The chairman, in introducing Mis Charles-Fairfax, referred to the Boy Scout movement as 
one of the finest organisations which had ever been brought int existence for the benefit 
of their boys. It was, non-sectarian, non-political, and non-military. Although a good many 
boys went to the war and did good work there, they went on their own account and 
without any compulsion whatever, and if war broke out again and any of them took part in 
it they would do so on their own account. It did not follow, because they wore a uniform, 
that they were soldiers; policemen and postmen also wore uniforms, but they were not 
soldiers.

Chief Commissioner Johnston expressed appreciation of what Miss Charles-Fairfax had 
done to help the Boy Scout movement. With her late sister she became interested in it in 
1908. In 1909 they presented the very fine banner which was carried by the Petersham 
troop that afternoon. It was made by the Royal School of Art Needlework in London, 
and was inspected by the King. Next they presented a beautiful silk Union Jack, which 
was also made at the Royal School of Art Needlework, and brought out here by Major 
Baden-Powell. This was presented for competition among the different troops. At present 
it was held by the Dulwich Hill troop, which had won it two years in succession, and it 
was carried by them that afternoon. Miss Charles-Fairfax had also been a great help to 
the movement throughout New South Wales. A troop not very far away from Petersham 
was in difficult about providing uniforms for the members. Miss Charles-Fairfax not 
only furnished the uniforms, but also invested a sum of money so that uniforms might 
be provided for future members. She and her late sister had also come to the rescue of 
the association in 1913, when it was passing through very troubled times, and its sound 
position at present was largely owing to their generosity. Apart from the Boy Scouts, 
she had also contributed largely to charities. In addition to furnishing the new building, 



Miss Charles-Fairfax was also compiling a library, which she intended to present to it. Mr 
Johnston hoped that the people of Petersham would rally around the committee and do 
their part in erecting the building, and thus help in preserving the high standard of the 
Petersham troop - the finest troop in New South Wales. (Applause.)

Scoutmaster Doust tendered the thanks of the troop to Miss Charles-Fairfax and to 
residents, particularly the parents and supporters’ committee, for assistance given.

The dedicatory prayer was offered by the Rev. G.A. Chambers, and, on behalf of the 
parents and supporters’ committee, Miss Tranmer presented Miss Charles-Fairfax with a 
silver trowel with which to perform the ceremony. 

Miss Charles-Fairfax, in laying the foundation-stone, said it had been a wish on her part 
for years to carry on the name of Fairfax, and, had her father and brothers been asked 
in what way they would have wished the name to be perpetuated, she thought they 
would have suggested a hall for Boy Scouts so that they would have an opportunity of 
growing into good, sterling characters. (Applause.) “I think<” she added, “that if people 
only realised more the happiness of giving and seeing the smiles on these dear lads’ 
faces many more would come forward to help this noble object. (Applause.) Her Majesty 
the Queen inspected your flag and banner before they left England. Her Majesty hopes 
the hall will be a success, and she is interested to hear of my work with the Boy Scouts, 
and feels it must bear good fruit. You can show your appreciation of that kind message 
by being loyal citizens, by carrying out the scouts’ rules, and by being true to King and 
Empire.” (Applause.) In conclusion, she said she wished to unite her sister’s name with her 
own in helping to build the hall, and handed to Mr. Johnston the sum of £1050. 

Miss Charles-Fairfax then performed the ceremony, at the conclusion of which she was 
given three cheers.

Alderman Gendle, on behalf of the Mayor of Petersham (Alderman Bastion), who could 
not attend, made an appeal for funds. He pointed out that Miss Charles-Fairfax had given 
£300 for the purchase of the land, which she followed up by a donation of 500 guineas 
towards the building fund and another 1000 guineas that afternoon. The people of 
Petersham should therefore do their part in helping on that worthy movement.

A collection realised £44. 

On the motion of Mr. Hoskins, seconded by Mr. Ness, a vote of thanks was accorded Miss 
Charles-Fairfax.

Troop-leader Robertson (Petersham), on behalf of the troop, presented Miss Tranmer with 
a scout badge in recognition of her service to the troop.

Proceedings terminated with the singing of the National Anthem and cheers for the King.

Subsequently the visitors were  entertained at afternoon tea in the Town Hall by the 
parents and supporter’s committee. 

The building, which was designed by the honorary architect (Mr. A.B. Polin), and is being 
erected by Messrs, Alderson and Wood, is situated in New Canterbury-road, near Crystal-
street. When completed it will comprise a basement, in which the Wolf Cubs and Rovers 
will be accommodated, a ground floor, for offices for the officers and patrol leaders, and 
the main hall, with accommodation for the Boy Scouts. Upstairs will be committee rooms 
and the offices of the parents and supporters’ committee, the contract price was £3300, 
but the total cost, including land and furnishing is estimated at over £4000.



HERALD 18-9-1922

BOY SCOUTS
HALL AT PETERSHAM

OPENED BY LORD FORSTER.

The fine building which, through the assistance of Miss Charles-Fairfax’s Own) Troop of 
Boy Scouts was officially opened by his Excellency the Governor-General on Saturday 
afternoon. 

At the opening ceremony, which took place in the main hall, Mr. W. Ray Smith, president 
of the Parents and Supporters’ Association, presided, and among those present were 
Lady and Miss Fairfax, Miss Fairfax (North Sydney), Miss Ethel Fairfax, Messrs. T.J. 
Hoskins, C.C. Lazzarini, and J.T. Ness, Ms.L.A., Brigadier-General Cox, Mr. A.D. Johnston 
(Chief Commissioner of the Boy Scouts), Mr. Rayment Moore (Assistant Commissioner), 
Messrs. A.G. Milson and C.M.C. Shannon (representing the Navy League), Mr Colin Doust 
(Scoutmaster of the Petersham Troop), Messrs. W. Webb and R. McDonald (assistant 
scoutmasters), Mrs. C.D. Lazzarini, and Miss Tranmer (hon. secretary of the Parents and 
Supporters’ Association).

In asking Lord Forster to declare the building open Mr. A.D. Johnston said that it had been 
erected through the generosity of Miss Charles-Fairfax at a total cost of about £4000. He 
said it would be a good thing to have a hall for Boy Scouts in every suburb. This would be 
an appropriate form for memorials to men who fell in the war.

Lord Forster said it gave him very real pleasure to come and declare that fine building 
open. It was the finest of its kind he had ever seen. He though that if Miss Charles-Fairfax 
could be there in flesh, as no doubt she was in spirit, she would feel some measure of 
satisfaction that by her generosity in providing that building she was going to do so much 
for the scouts. There could be no better object than to forward the scout movement and 
increase its activities. He had just returned from a tour of Queensland and the North 
Coast, and was pleased to find that new troops were being formed everywhere under 
the most favourable auspices, and the movement was prospering in both States. The 
only difficulty was in obtaining scoutmasters. They owed much to the scoutmasters for 
their work among the boys. The same difficulty confronted them everywhere; even in 
England it was hard to obtain scoutmasters. Personally he thought no finer work could 
be done by young men - or middle-aged men for that matter - than to take up the duties 
of scoutmasters, and bring their troops to a high state of efficiency. He was very pleased 
to find during his tour that in many places the scoutmasters were returned soldiers - 
(applause) - and he did not hesitate to tell them what he thought of them.

The movement was dependent on outside support. They all knew that the boys could 
not pay, and the Scoutmasters gave up a good deal of valuable time without payment. He 
hoped, therefore, that the public would support it to the fullest extent in their power.



After dedicatory prayer by the Rev. G.A. Chambers, of Holy Trinity Church, Dulwich Hill, 
the Chief Commissioner Handed the keys of the building to Scoutmaster Doust, together 
with a letter from Miss Charles-Fairfax, in which she stated that her desire was that the 
hall should be reserved, as far as possible, for the use of boy scouts, but should any 
kindred body make application for it, the Scoutmaster had discretionary power to grant 
it, If Let for any purpose of raising funds, 5 per cent, of the takings were to go to the 
Petersham troop. 

Mr H. C. Thompson, Miss Charles-Fairfax’s representative, read the following cable, which 
he had received from her:- “My grateful thanks to his Excellency the Governor-General for 
so kindly opening the First Petersham Boy Scouts’ clubroom. I know how much it will be 
to my troop having the representative of our King performing this ceremony, Though not 
present, I am with you in heart and thought, and helping to build this clubroom has been 
a great privilege. I do thank you, all kind friends, for the many, many tokens of affection 
and kindness. (Sgd,) The Boy Scouts’ Friend.”

Lord Forster also read a letter which Miss Charles-Fairfax had left, expressing appreciation 
of the services of the honorary architect, Mr. A. B. Polin, accompanied by a handsome 
desk clock, but owing to the recent death of his father Mr. Polin was not present to 
receive them. 

An appeal to the public to financially support the movement was made by General Cox, 
and the sum of £14 was contributed, 

Lord Forster suggested that he should cable to Miss Charles-Fairfax, telling her that the 
hall had been opened under the most favourable auspices.

During the proceedings songs were rendered by Major and Madame Jarvie, and Mr. 
A.C. Lenton, the last-named also conducting the gathering in community singing on two 
occasions.

BOY SCOUTS OF THE EMPIRE

Imperial Jamboree Next Year at Wembley

Sir Robert Baden-Powell has brought to a 
successful issue his arrangements for the greatest 
rally of Boy Scouts in the history of the movement.

After nine months of negotiations with the various 
branches of British Scouts overseas and with the 
authorities of the British Empire Exhibition has 
has secured the universal co-operation of Scouts 
throughout the Empire in an Imperial Boy Scouts’ 
Jamboree, to take place at Wembley Park during 
the first week of August next year. The great 
Stadium of the Exhibition will be given up to the 
Jamboree from August 1 to 8, and the public will 
have a chance of seeing Boy Scouts from every 
part of the Empire.

The boys will be camped on land adjoining the 
grounds of the exhibition, the camp to be divided 
up into sections allotted to each county, Dominion 
and Colony, Every detail has been minutely worked 
out by headquarters in a manner reminiscent of a 
mobilisation,

Discussing the project yesterday, Sir Robert 
Baden-Powell said: “The educational and patriotic 
value of such a reunion cannot, in my opinion , 
be exaggerated, The future citizens of Australia 
will be forming friendships with those of Canada, 
Indians with South Africans, New Zealanders with 
Newfoundlanders, and so on.

“The Prince of Wales is greatly interested in 
the arrangements, and has expressed a wish to 
come and camp with the Scouts himself if he is in 
England. The Duke of Connaught, out President, 
has also announced his intention of being present 
at the Jamboree.”



BOY SCOUTS’ PARADE

FAREWELL TO MISS CHAS. FAIRFAX

On Saturday a special parade of between 2000 and 3000 Boy Scouts and Wolf Cubs was 
held in the Domain to bid farewell to Miss Charles Fairfax, of Darling Point (who has 
considerable assisted the association financially), prior to her departure for England. The 
boys, with their bugle bands and flying pennants, were formed in a hollow square, and 
the State Governor, who is the Chief Scout of New South Wales, and Miss Fairfax inspect 
the various units, after the flag had been broken and the salute blown, The Governor 
presented Miss Fairfax with a letter of appreciation of her services on behalf of the Boy 
Scouts’ Association, and said they all wished her a happy journey.

Miss Fairfax said she was deeply touched by the demonstration of affection, The Governor 
announced that the following recommendations by the association for gallantry had been 
approved by the Governor-General, Chief Scout for Australia: - Certificates: Patrol Leader 
F. Harris, 1st Murwillumbah Troop, who swam his horse into a flooded creek and rescued 
a woman and two children; and Scout Frank Eames, 1st Canterbury Troop, who went to 
the assistance of another Scout in difficulties while swimming in a river. Medals of merit: 
Assistant Scoutmaster Samuel Cook, 1st Chatswood Troop, and Rover-mate Carl Gunther, 
1st Cammeray Troop. Letter or recommendation: Richard Perfect, 1st Penshurst Troop, for 
rescuing a child from a well.



14-9-1915



SCOUTS FAREWELL TO MISS CHARLES-FAIRFAX
21-8-1922

BANNER FOR SEA CADETS

FORMAL PRESENTATION

On the eve of her departure for England, Miss Charles-Fairfax entertained a large number 
of friends and supporters of the Boy Scouts movement in the fine club-house, which 
has just been erected, for the First Petersham (Miss Charles-Fairfax’s Own) troop of 
Boy Scouts. Among the guests were Lady and Miss Fairfax, Miss E. Fairfax, Mr. and Mrs. 
Myles (Strathfield), Mr, and Mrs. Myles (Burwood), Messrs. T.J. Hoskins, JT. Ness, and J. 
Wilson, Ms. L.A., Chief Commissioner A.D. Johnston, Mr. A.G. Milson, Capt. Beale, Mr. F.W. 
Hixson, and Mr. C.M.S. Shannon (representing the Central Branch of the Navy League of 
New South Wales), Mr. W. Ray Smith, president, and Miss Tranmer, secretary, Petersham 
Parents and Supporters’ Association, Mr. E. A. Nichols. president of council of West 
Sydney District Boy Scouts, District-Scoutmasters Sharp (Central Cumberland), Coutts 
(west Sydney), Larkworthy (Northern Suburbs), Scoutmasters Doust (Petersham), Williams 
(Dulwich Hill), Assistant-Scoutmasters Webb, Sanders, McDonald, and Cubmaster Short.

There was a large muster of members of the Petersham troop, together with a patrol and 
colour party from the Dulwich Hill troop with the Fairfax banner, of which they are the 
holders, and a big detachment of Sea Cadets, in charge of Mr. Arnold Mellor, and a Navy 
League colour party, in charge of Mr. P. Macdonald.

During the afternoon Miss Charles-Fairfax presented to the Sea Cadets a beautiful banner, 
which had been made in England. It will be held for the first year by the Balmain branch, 
as being the senior branch, and afterwards will be competed for annually, Miss Charles-
Fairfax said that she felt greatly honoured by the Royal Navy League allowing that unit 
to be named “Miss Charles-Fairfax Colour Party,” as she believed it was the first unit to 
be called after an an Australian citizen “Sea Scouts,” she continued, “the Union Jack is 
the emblem which stands for liberty and freedom. Like the Scouts’ third rule, the flag’s 
honour is to be trusted. Looking up to it, we should be proud of being sons and daughters 
of the British Empire. I wish all of you boys to be friends, for we cannot do without either 
and i am gratified if I have linked the two voluntary movements.”

The banner was accepted on behalf of the Navy League by Mr, A.G. Milson, and handed to 
the standard-bearer, Cadet Ronald Gaul. 

Miss Charles-Fairfax also presented Commissioner Johnston with a pair of gold sleve links 
and set of gold studs as an appreciation of his services to the Boy Scout movement.

Afternoon tea was served, and musical selections were contributed by an orchestra. An 
inspection was afterwards made of the building, which was admitted on all sides to be the 
finest Scout quarters in the State.

The buildingis to be offically opened by the Governor-General on September 16.







Report on Trek during Easter Camp - 12/13 April 1925

On opening our initial instructions at the ford, Menangle, we found that we were to 
proceed to a point on Mallaty Creek a tributary of the Nepean about 2 miles away. 
Crossing the river in the old punt we struck up into the bush on the eastern side and 
turning south, we pushed onward through the scrub. The country here near the river was 
scrubby but alternatively changed from open country to forests. Both the weather and 
the country were ideal for trekking, the rain on the previous days having freshened things 
up considerably. Our party was as follows: Webb, Richings, Perray, Tepper, H. McDonald, 
S. McDonald, and Linklater, and we made good progress as we opened out into Patrol 
formation and transversed paddock, forest, and scrub, so we pushed on. We had not gone 
far when we reached Leaf’s Creek, a very steep gully crossed by a large inverted-syphon 
from of aqueduct. This was of steel pipe about 6 to 8 feet in diameter and supported in 
two places by stone pillars. We decided not to risk crossing the pipe so we scrambled 
down the gully and up the other side which was a dangerous procedure as boulders would 
often become dislodged and crash down to the bottom.  The cry “under below” was 
often used to warn the others to get out of the way. Not far from the southern end of the 
aqueduct the watercourse went into a natural channel and then disappeared into a tunnel 
known as Devine’s Tunnel No. 2. Further on it emerged near a small creek for a short 
distance and then again disappeared into Devine’s Tunnel No. 1. Not far from this was 
another small creek and then on a bit further was Mallaty Creek wither we were bound, 
and where there was another large aqueduct similar to the previous one except that it 
was shorter and straight. There we opened our sealed instructions, and after perusing 
them we stopped for lunch. After lunch we crossed the aqueduct , and turning westward 
followed the creek, which apparently was considerable as to size and volume, and about 
two hundred yards further on, we were confronted with a steep precipitous gully of the 
Ousedale Creek which we had to cross near its junction with Mallaty Creek, We managed 
this with the aid of a rope and soon were overlooking the junction of Mallaty Creek and 
the Nepean River. The scenery here is indescribable for its beauty and grandeur. ON each 
side towered great grey, sandstone cliffs, while the floor or the gullies were beautifully 
clothed with trees, shrubs, and ferns, Never before had we any idea that such beauty ever 
existed on the Nepean, After admiring this grand scene we continued southward along the 
Nepean keeping on the top of the ridge until we came to its junction with Elladale Creek. 
It was less precipitous here and we could notice the increasing signs of cultivation. Striking 
South-East we followed the Elladale Creek to the watercourse and then further on we 
crossed the creek and proceeded across a large paddock to an old fence. This we followed 
over open, and partly cultivated country, crossing once more the Creek near its source, 
and we then came to a dairy farm through which we passed. Crossing Ousedale Creek, 
(which we noticed was very small, muddy, and dirty, evidently a drinking place for cattle) 
by means of a small bridge, we followed a country road for a short distance till we reached 
the village Appin at about 3:45p.m We kept a sharp look-out for enemies as we were 
instructed, and after having a drink and something to eat we strolled around the village. 
We ascertained the height of the Church of England Tower to be about fourty feet



to the top of the spire, the individual judging being checked by a recognised method of 
judging height. While we were strolling up the main street toward the hotel we caught 
sight of a Scout who on further scrutiny turned out to be Scott of the Quail Patrol. We 
quickly made ourselves scarce and, doubling round through the bush we discovered 
where the Quails were, and watched their movements for some time. While going back to 
where our packs were hidden we walked across a farmlet and, seeing a pile of old sheet 
iron in the yard, we obtained permission to use same for erecting a shelter, Accordingly 
we placed three sheets of iron against each side of a rail fence and thus erected a very 
neat weather-proof shelter. We soon lit a fire taking care not to create too much smoke, 
and cooked a very satisfactory meal of pancakes, damper and tea. After tea, when it was 
dark and we were lying round the dying embers of our fire, the Rover Patrol discovered us 
while searching for the other Patrols, but they left us soon after. We then turned in.

Next morning we were up soon after daybreak and before long had prepared a breakfast 
of oatmeal and damper, and after packing our kits and putting the iron back, we left the 
ground, At the hotel we stopped and made sketches, filled up the water-bottle, and by 
eight o’clock we were well on the road towards Campbelltown. Further on, while we were 
making some plaster casts of rabbit tracks, the Robers hailed in sight so we concealed 
ourselves in the bush till they passed. When they had gone by, we collected the plaster 
moulding and followed then at a distance of about half a mile. At the Hume and Hovell 
Memorial somewhere nea the Six Mile, we left the road and struck off across country 
towards where we could see the Church of England spire at Manangle. The journey across 
the paddocks was not far and after a short cut through the scrub near the river, we arrived 
at the ford at about 10:30 just about ten minutes before the Robers, We forded the river 
in Kaffir style and so ended the Trek.

We consider that we carried out our instructions to the best of our ability, and as far as we 
are concerned, the trek was most enjoyable and instructive. We are of the earnest opinion 
that treks such as these are one of the fines parts of Scouting, and we hope that many 
more will follow.

THE CURRAWONG PATROL

Patrol Leader

PETERSHAM 16th April 1925.



ANNUAL REPORT

For year ended 30th June, 1931
(A brief report of the activities and progress of the Group - in order of Pack, Troop and/or Crew - during 
the twelve months including particulars of any special work performed, good turns done, and a statement 
of camps held, their situation and the numbers attending.)
Strength
Our numbers will on comparing with our last report appear to have considerably decreased, this is 
because a number of our younger members have transfered to 1st Petersham Rovers which has recently 
been formed under the leadership of Rover Leader Marr.
Service
During the past year our Rovers have been very busy doing service both in the district and outside. Some 
particulars of special service are - erection of fence at Waterfall camp by three of our members during 
a weeks camp at Waterfall, staff work at Hastel in Farmers and graziers building during scout week, 
assistance in erection of scout Hut at Waterfall, assisting as instructors with the follpwing troops - 2nd 
Petersham, 3rd Petersham, 1st Annandale, 1st Newtown, and 1st Petersham Pack, various members have 
also acted as examiners at different times in competitions held in Sth Sydney, Nth Sydney, St George and 
near Southern Districts.
Meetings
Our meetings are now held on the last Saturday in every month at which we have had some very 
interesting lectures such as ‘sociology” by Mr Edgar Herbert, ‘Scouting and Kindred organisations’ Mr G. 
Jacobs, ‘Water and it’s impurities’ by Mr E. Jacobs and ‘Anatomy’ by Rover McNaught, all of which were of 
great interest and help to our members.
Comps
Weekend comps were held at ‘Era’ in March at which about 20 Rovers attended and all reported having 
had a ‘royal’ time particularly 4 Robers who had an early surf and were forced to return to camp attired 
only in seaweed, and one William Day who lost part of his wearing apparel on the homeward journey, 
and at Waterfall during Easter another ‘royal’ 4 days were spent by a dozen of our cosmopolitan band, 
midnight walks and suppers being the main items on the ‘royal’ programme, Rovers Warr and Jones on 
one walk to ‘Engadine’ doing part of the journey in ‘birthday’ suit not from choice but necessity. These 
camps aid much towards cementing that brotherly spirit which has always existed within the troop.
Socials
Rover socials have always been a most important item on our programme and this year has been a very 
active year socially for our troop as we had our usual quarterly socials which were a night in ‘Hong Kong’ 
and a night on a ‘Man-o-War,’ and a ‘Christmas night.’ We also had a series of folk dancing nights when 
our boys could be seen gracefully ‘Tripping the Light Fantastic,’ like a herd of wild elephants, and of course 
we had our annual ‘Rover ball,’ when we were the guests of Miss Charles Fairfax on the anniversary of her 
birthday. These socials besides providing some jolly good times have been the means of our lads meeting 
the right type of young lady, for I think it can be very well said, that, our fair companions are as fine a type 
of young lady as one would wish to meet anywhere.
Concert Party
Our small band of entertainers familiarly called The Concert Party have continued with their good 
work and have raised nearly £300 for various charitable organisations in the State, concerts have been 
rendered at Austinmer, Glenbrook, Bondi, Rockdale, Chatswood, Earlwood, Hurstville, King’s Cross, Rozelle, 
Newtown, and Petersham. A sum of £40 was raised in one performance to assist in the upkeep of our Hall 
by the Party last month, all these shows have been given gratis and I take pride in saying and with out fear 
of boasting that these chaps have fully grasped the meaning of our motto ‘service.’



Committee
The Rovers now have their own troop committee the old 1st Petersham committee having changed over 
to become the Rover committee and have done good work for the Rovers and the Hall, and I take this 
opportunity of expressing thanks for all they have done and look forward to many happy associations 
between the committee and the Rovers in the furture.
Called to higher Services
One of our foundation members Gordon J Robertson who was one of the four Rovers who formed the first 
Rover Crew in Petersham has been called to ‘Higher service.’ We extend our heartfelt sympathy to our old 
friend’s family.
Ken Webb
Ken Webb who for years has been one of our most active Rovers has been placed on our Honorary list as 
his business has taken him to another state, the best thanks and good wishes of all our Rovers goes with 
Ken.
Unemployment
About 12 of our members are at present unemployed but all are hoping for better times and are being 
assisted to keep their ‘pecker up,’ in a true scout like spirit by our more fortunate Rovers who at all times 
rise like all true Rovers to assist a brother in distress.
In concluding this report I would like to express thanks to all the Rovers of Petersham who have so loyally 
supported me during the last year and have made my job as Senior Rover mate so light and pleasant for it 
has been a great pleasure to me to have served as the Brass Hat to such a jolly band of young men. I wish 
to thank.







SCOUT HALL AT PETERSHAM

The ceremony of turning the first sod in connection with the erection of a hall for the 
Petersham troop of Boy Scouts was performed by Miss Charles Fairax on Saturday 
afternoon. Miss Fairfax said: “I would like you to look upon your hall as your second home, 
where you receive lessons in discipline, respect your elders, and to help others. Although 
the hall is for the Petersham troop, let your hospitality extnd to other troops.”

Te hass is to be erected on a fine block of land confronting New Canterbury Road, close to 
Crystal Street. The building will be of two storeys, and the accommodation will include a 
scout hall, cub hall, three adminstrative offices, library, and council room. The estimated 
cost is £2500.



SCOUT INVADERS

1500 Come To-Day

FRIENDS - AND DUTY

Fifteen hundred Boy Scouts will invade Melbourne to-morrow.

Special troop trains will arrive from New South Wales at 11.20 and 12.50, and the 
Adelaide contingent is expected to arrive at 2.50 p.m.

The enemy will not attack at either of the usual platforms, but will concentrate at the 
Agricul

Wolf Cub’s Shadows

BURNiE. Wednesday. - The Loongara left Burnie to-night for Melbourne 
with every berth booked. The passengers included Tassy’s Boy Scouts and 
Wolf Cubs, all wishing to make the acquaintance of The Sun’s Shadow 
catcher.

tural Show Grounds at or about the times set down. The first work will be to get into their 
quarters and settle down.

During the corroboree scouts will be allowed to visit their griends when they ar not 
required to take part in the routine set out for the week-end. The public will be admitted 
to the ground any afternoons but Tuesday and Thursday.

RUSH FROM NORTH

Nearly 1000

SYDNEY, Wednesday, - Almost a thousand Boy Scouts left by special trains to-day to attend 
the corroboree in Melbourne. There were also 100 Scouts from Queensland.



THE GORDON HYDE MEMORIAL TROPHY

Presented by the Petersham Old Scouts Association to First Petersham Group (Miss 
Charles Fairfax’s Own). The trophy to be awarded annually to the Troop gaining the 
highest Badge proficiency total in the Petersham Group.

CONDITIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS

The Tropy for all times to remain the property of Petersham Group.
Closing date to be 30th June of each year.
The Troop holding the tropgy for the year to be responsible for its safe keeping.
The trophy to be held at the Petersham Scout Hall.
Permission for a Scout to take the Trophy home will only be granted in exceptional circumstances.
A certificate to be granted to all members of the troop holding the Trophy providing sufficient funds are 
available.
The totalling of point scores to be on a percentage basis, calculated on second and first class Scouts only, 
irrespective of when the badges were gained. Scouts to be not more than eighteen years of age on the 
30th June for the year in which the trophy is to be decided.
King’s Scout, Proficiency badges and all round cords to be those gained during the twelve months ending 
the 30th june each year.
In the event of a Scout gaining two or more all round cords points will be awarded for each cord.
Interpreter Badge - each language to count as three points.
Emergency Service Badges to count irrespective of when it was gained.
In the event of Badges not being available the certificate duly signed by an authorised examiner will 
suffice.
In the event of two or more troops gaining equal number of points all badges held by members will then 
be taken into account.
In the event of a Scout having transferred from another troop. badges gained by him will count for his 
present troop.
Points to be awarded as follows - 

 Second Class   1 point
 First Class   4     “
 King’s Scout   4     “
 National Service badge  2     “
 Proficiency Badges  2     “             (1) badges worn on the right arm
         “                 “   3     “             (2)      “           “       “    “   left     “
 Ambulance       “  3     “
 Green and Yellow Cords  4     “
 Red and White          “  5     “
 Gold                       “  6     “
 Bushman’s Thong  8     “









11 Gwendwr Road,

West Kensington,

London, W.14.,

England.

13-5-1962

Dear Bert, (and Mrs. G.S.M.)

Hi there! Its me here - Ken Haylings - How are you and the family going these days? Hope 
you are all well and happy.

Firstly congratulations on taking over the job as Group Scoutmaster at Peto. I have always 
said and I say it again - It’s the greatest job in Scouting in the greatest Group in Scouting. 
I wouldn’t dare offer you any advise except that if you keep your officers happy then your 
troops will be happy. Your appointment, brings to myself and Harleen, a great happiness - 
as I know it does to many other people. Petersham means a terrible lot to both of us and 
we both feel you are the man to restore it to something like - like a Group as B-P visualised 
a Group should be. I can’t criticise Hilton as it is not my place to. He did his best and put 
a lot of time, thought and energy into the Group. However he had a lot of self made 
problems. Still none of us are perfect. We all make blues!

To-day I visited the Petersham and Ham Group. And what a Group it is. Talk about friendly! 
I’ve enclosed a “Short story” about the Group and will send more as I glean it.

Also enclosed are one or two other bits and pieces including a pennant. I thought (it’s up 
to you) would go well in the museum.



I thought the Groups would like to correspond with each other (Pack to Pack, Troop, Crew, 
Committee, Group Council etc.) A good idea s a friendship book.” (the Cub Section can tell 
you all about it  they helped make one up recently.)

The G.S.M.’s and the Rover Mates’ addresses are marked in the enclosed letter. The 
G.S.M., with whom I was to-day and will see a lot more of, is particularly keen that his 
group should take part in the idea (and so is the Rover Crew - the oly section I have so far 
seen.) I am trying to get link-ups also for Lewisham, Stanmore and Enmore. The G.S.M’s 
first name is BERT.

I hope this is O.K. with you as it will certainly give the Peto boys and Scouters a fuller 
meaning of International Scouting. Let me know, if you want to, and I’ll certainly do my 
best at this end to get things going. (We leave for Australia in September.) 

Well Mr G.S.M. I will close now, so good luch and keep smiling, 

Yours in Scouting,

Ken

P.S. Regards to all your family and “the Mob” at Peto.



Petersham and Ham Scout Group

Founded 1908

The name Petersham is derived from the “hamlet of St. Peters,” (the village of St. Peter’s 
Church.)

Petersham, or rather the Village of Petersham, nestles besides the River Thames in the 
Country of Surray. The village is really an outer suburb of London. It lays between London 
and Kingston. Petersham consists mainly of stately old hmes (or manor style country 
houses), a couple of typical English style pubs, a church and parklands, medows and 
commons (common ground.)

Petersham and Ham Sea Scout Group Headquarters stands about 100 yards from the 
banks of the River Thames, amid stands of mighty, green-leafed, chestnut trees and dark 
green, prickly holly. It is set in a medow and in front of the scout hall (a prefabricated, 
low, green painted, single story building) the lawn has been cut and shaped to represent 
the masthead of a ship. In the centre of the base of the flag pole is a large ships wheel 
with a memorial plaque in the centre that commemorates an earlier G.S.M.,  Mr 
Williams. Petersham Group consists of a Pack, Troop, Senior Troop, Rover Crew, Group 
Committee an Supporters Committee. The Group has no Old Scout Guild of its own, but 
man members of the Group belong to the Richmond District Old Scouts Guild. Petersham 
Group forms part of the Richmond District.

The land on which the Group Headquarters stand is leased for 1/- a year (when they 
remember to pay it) from the owner, whose beautiful old home, Douglas House, is about 
200



yards from the Headquarters site. The owner of the house is the Group’s President.

Nearby is a polo field where TV star Jimmy Edwards plays regularly.

The emblem of the Group is a Phoenix (the bird who arose from the ashes and re-created 
itself) because the Scout Hall has been burnt down twice.

About three quarters of a mile to the south west of Petersham and Ham Scout Hall is Ham 
House, which has Elizabethan connections. Queen Elizabeth (the first, of course) used to 
visit and stay at Richmond Palace (not many miles away) and Some of her court, when 
accomodation at the Palace was over-taxed would put up at Ham House.

P.S. (More when I find out about it.)

P.P.S. (Will send photographs when I finish the reel.)

P.P.P.S. (The name of the Group Headquarters is “Phoenix.” It is the Sea Scout Custom to 
name their halls after the names of ships, sailors, etc.)



Transcriber’s Notes

Some spelling errors have been corrected for legibility.

Any errors or omissions, contact

Patricia Del Favero

Secretary

1st Leichhardt Group

July 2017

1stleichhardt@gmail.com

or visit 1stleichhardtscouts.org.au


